As pointed out by Neter (1942) 
A PRIMARY DIVISION OF THE GENUS SHIGELLA BASED ON THE TRIMETHYLAMINE TEST A. J. WOOD, ELIZABETH A. BAIRD AND FRANCES E. KEEPING Atlantic Fisheries Experimental Station, Halifax, Canada
A recent survey of the Enterobacteriaceae has revealed that most of the species of this family are able to reduce trimethylamine oxide to trimethylamine. The only exceptions were noted in ShigeUa and Erainia. Table I were obtained using a procedure already described . They have been confirmed byrepetition at three different intervals over a period of three months.
The division into two groups, one positive and the other (except for one S.
parady8erteriae culture) negative for trimethylamine, is in striking agreement with the results of Stuart and Rustigian (1943) based on the Eijkman reactions.
A primary separation of the species of this genus based on the trimethylamine test or on the Eikman reactions appears to offer some advantage overthe present one using mannitol fermentation (Bergey 1939, Glynn and Starkey 1939) . As pointed out by Stuart and Rustigian (1943) the Eijkman reactions or the trimethylamine test or a combination of both may be of value to laboratories not equipped with antisera required for differential purposes.
